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AlzChem to supply components for corona tests 
 

As a supplier of raw materials for the pharmaceutical industry, 
AlzChem is now also helping to produce “corona tests”: 
intermediate products from AlzChem are used in both tests that 
detect SARS-CoV-2 and the tests used to detect antibodies.  
 
For many years AlzChem has been reliably supplying various 
pharmaceutical companies with the two intermediate products guanidine hydrochloride 
and guanidine thiocyanate. Both are now also used to manufacture the corona tests that 
are currently in great demand worldwide. In order to avoid raw material bottlenecks, 
AlzChem has greatly increased its production capacities for guanidine hydrochloride and 
guanidine thiocyanate by making a significant investment in short-term financial resources 
and manpower. “Business is only one aspect of this – it is at least as important for us to 
do our part in combating the pandemic in this global crisis. We want to do everything we 
can to improve the health situation of as many people as possible,” emphasizes Dr. 
Georg Weichselbaumer, member of the Executive Board and CSO of AlzChem. 
 
Particularly when used in combination and widely deployed, the two types of tests – the 
detection of viruses and the detection of antibodies – can provide a relatively accurate 
picture of how the infection is progressing. For those responsible to make well-founded 
decisions, it is particularly important to not only know how many people have been 
infected with SARS-CoV-2 since the tests began. The number of patients who have 
recovered from it is also of immense importance, as this is the only way to determine the 
number of people currently infected. Whether someone was infected can only be 
determined by detecting antibodies. A large number of pharmaceutical companies are 
working to make such tests available reliably and in sufficient quantities.  
 
The AlzChem Group is a vertically integrated manufacturer of chemical products based 
on the so-called NCN chain. These are products with a typical nitrogen-carbon-nitrogen 
bond that are used in a wide range of industries, including the pharmaceutical industry, 
which is supplied by AlzChem with intermediate products not only for corona tests, but 
also for the production of vital drugs for the treatment of diabetes II, AIDS and heart 
disease, among other conditions. 
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